
During the 2017 State of the Nation 
Address [SONA], President Jacob Zuma 
reminded us of the pressing need to create 
employment. Agriculture is regarded as 
one of the sectors with major potential to 
contribute to job creation. This sentiment 
is further supported and unpacked in the 
Agricultural Policy Action Plan [APAP].  
In order to capitalise on this potential, it 
becomes increasingly important that we 
urgently create capacity within the sector, 
especially among our smallholder farmers.

 
I am therefore delighted to note that 
the PPECB has managed to train 223 
smallholder farmers on good agricultural 
practices [GAP] and matters relating to 
food safety. Further to this, the PPECB 
continued with initiatives to up-skill post 
graduate students through its Agricultural 
Export Technologist Programme [AETP] 
during the year under review.

As a National Public Entity responsible 
for regulating the export of perishable 

produce, it is of utmost importance that an  
organisation such as the PPECB maintains 
credible systems and processes. It is 
therefore comforting to learn that the 
organisation has once again maintained 
its ISO 9001 accreditation and also 
managed to expand on its laboratory 
analytical services. These expansions will 
certainly further support the export of 
South African produce.
 
Lastly, I would like to congratulate the 
PPECB on their achievement of being 
recognised by The South African Institute 
of Chartered Accountants [SAICA] for 
five consecutive clean audits. In closing I 
would like to wish the Board, Executive 
Team and employees of the PPECB well 
for the coming year.

SINCE ITS INCEPTION, THE PERISHABLE PRODUCTS EXPORT 
CONTROL BOARD [PPECB] HAS CONTINUOUSLY SUPPORTED 
GOVERNMENT IN ITS QUEST TO PROMOTE AND ADVANCE THE 
EXPORT OF SOUTH AFRICAN PERISHABLE PRODUCE. NOW 
A MATURED ORGANISATION OF 90 YEARS OLD, THE PPECB 
CONTINUES TO PLAY AN ESSENTIAL ROLE IN SUPPORTING 
GOVERNMENT

,
S AGENDA TO INCREASE MARKET ACCESS 

THROUGH CREATING CONFIDENCE IN SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCE.
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